Let’s get our facts straight: A fact-checking workshop for IndyKids
Fact-checking is an important part of the publication process. It happens behind the scenes, before an article is published, and, if it works, it means that everything that shows up in an issue of IndyKids is factually correct. Readers can argue with your ideas and interpretations, but they can’t argue with the fundamental facts that you put forward. 

Step One: Find the facts

The first thing you’ll do is read through the article a few times and highlight all the facts that need to be checked. Look for dates, proper names, attributions (if a reporter writes that A is true according to B, make sure it’s not actually true according to C), facts contained within quotes from other people, and causal links that are based on facts (if a reporter says that A is true because of B, make sure there aren’t any factual reasons that make that an invalid interpretation). Sometimes editorial staffs check the content of quotes to make sure they’re represented correctly. You’ll want to decide before you start if this will be your policy, or if you’ll trust the reporter to represent other people’s words accurately.
Step Two: Discuss the article with the reporter

With your highlighted copy in hand, talk to the reporter about her sources. Where did she find her information? Are there any facts she’s not completely sure about? Ask for copies of any research the reporter did, and contact information for any people she talked to for the story.

Step Three: Check your facts

Using the sources supplied by the reporter and the resources you find through the Internet and at your library, check every fact you highlighted in the piece. Cross through facts as you check them, and note the sources you use in the margins. Even if you’re pretty sure that something is true, check it against authoritative sources. Remember: doubt everything, including yourself!
Step Four: Discuss the article with the reporter, again

Once you’ve checked all your facts and made any changes, sit down with the reporter and go over what you found. Very little beyond name spellings and dates are pure fact; most things are open to some interpretation. Work together with the reporter to come to final conclusions.

It’s not always that easy! Some things to keep in mind as you fact-check:
What counts as an ‘authoritative’ source?

When we’re fact-checking, we’re trying to use authoritative sources to make sure all our facts are true. But what counts as an authoritative source? Especially when we’re working on controversial topics, we need to think critically about who has the right to give the “right” answer. If you’re working on an article about conditions in juvenile detention facilities, who will be your authoritative sources? Juvenile detention officers or administrators? Agency guidelines and rules? Or will advocacy groups or people who have been detained know more about the fact you’re checking? Will you want to combine all of those sources to get the clearest, most reliable picture? 
What do I do if a fact-checked article still contains a mistake?

Fact-checking isn’t foolproof, and mistakes happen. (I’ve made some big ones!) The best way to maintain your credibility as a publication is to acknowledge when errors make their way into publication. When you take responsibility for mistakes, it shows that you’re committed to the fact-checking process even after publication.

What if the reporter and I disagree?

Sometimes, you’ll check a fact using multiple sources that you deem authoritative and you’ll still come up with a different conclusion than the reporter. When you sit down to discuss changes, be ready to disagree. Fact-checking is just like at any other point in the editorial process—the best result comes from dialogue. You’ll have to decide who has final say on knotty factual questions, but remember that the reporter is the person who will have her name attached to the story and who ultimately takes responsibility for whatever’s wrong—and right!—in a story.
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